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for gradustes of civiliun veterinary schools in the USSR who were *o

enter the Soviet Army. The training course, which was given under the

aegis of the Military Veterinary Academy at Moscow, was conducted in

Kiev in a large brick building coantaining the living quarters aud dining

room &8 well as the classrooms, library, and laboratories. 1 recall this

building as being as clean as any hospital I have ever sesn, The six !
months I speat there is one of the most vivid memories I have of the USSR. ;
It seemed to me at the time, aund it seems mso nmow in retrospect, that if

the USSR had deliberately set iteelf the task of humiliatiag & group of

highly trained and valuable professional persoonel and arousing in them

a single-mindsd desire to escape the country, it could hardly have devised

a more effective means to that end than this course.

The Studeat Body
2. There wvere 62 students in the course, 8il men, and all recent graduates
of & civilisn veterinary.college. We were all in upiform with the status
of recruits and ths pay was 12 roubles & month. The oldest was 30, the
' youngest 25, and the average age abcut 27. There were three Armenians,

: ~ one Georgian, two Arerbaijani, eight to 10 Byelorussians, 12 to 15 !
Ukrainians, and the remainder Russians. The family backgrounds of the
students corresponded in distribution to the general average of Soviet
velerinariang: 75 percant from sgricultural cosmunjties snd heving o
fondness for animals scquired in ear'y childhuod; 25 percent from diversi-
fied urban packgvoonds, but mainly ameller towms. Several membwcs of Lke

class wem big cily boys and were unheppy wiih the professlon, as big city

1. a six months' courae |
|
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bred veterioariaas vere, and no doubt still are, throughout the URSR.

The fathers of three members of the class (or five percent) were
vete:inariéns, elso a fairly typical retio for the profession in the
USSR. Three of the 8tudents, all Russians, were Communist Party members.
We knew the identity of the Party members because they answvered affirma-
tively to the question on Party membership which was asked of each student,
&long with other personal data questions, in full assembly. I never
learned whether there were any BavD members among the students. There
was & great desl of grumbling, for the specific reasons I shall outline
below, but rerely in the presence of one of the Party members. The fear
of .the FKVD was pervasive, as always in the UBSR, but did not inhibit the
expression of bitter complaints among small groups of mutuaily trusting
students, usually of cormon ethnic origin.

Curriculum and FPaculty

3. There were eight hours a day, six days a week, of classroom instruction.
The following courses were glven:

(a) Basic militey cartography: We learned to read and to prepare

terrain maps.

(b) Veterinary field surgery: This course was quite different from the
comparable civilian course, The esphasis was on speed, improvisation, and
the prob]:.m of trausporting sick an}.male und?r energency field coaditions.

(c) Politics: We had at least three hours a day of this throughout the
entire six months., Lectures were given in economicé, current world affeirs,
historyof Communism etc. i - ’

(a) Hygiene: Intensive instruction in food and wvater inspection under com- {
bat conditiods. There was considerable emphasis on the inspection for
poisons of abandoned or captured enemy provisions.

(e) Bports: One hour a day of routine calisthenics and games.

(£) Pistol marksmanship: Pistols were the only weapon in which we
received any instruction.

The school had a very good general library in which we were required to
spend at least ome hour of every workday evening. ‘

The instructors were firat-rate and all wvere high-ranking (colonels and
genersals) officers in the Soviet Veterinary Corps. There was one instructor
for each of the several courses.

k, Miserable ang inadequate food and cruel digcipline were the conditions
mainly responsible for stulent discontent. By the time the course ended,
nearly every student - whather or mot he adnitted it - had come to loathe
the governmenut which had subjected him to such an existence. There was .
havdly = man in the class who would wot: have forssker the USSK and hia
profession and future if there had been any opportunity to do so.

Tood "

S. Yor young men in good health and undergoing & demanding physical and mental
vegimen, the diet wos undelievable. Breakfast consisted of cabbage soup,
dried fish, and black bread. For lumch thare was borsht and kasha,

The kasha sometimes had a 1ittle mest cooked in 1t, Yor the evsaing meal
we kol te5, ous piecs of bresd, and white cheewe or dried fish or cabbage.
The focd wag of the poorest quality &nd there vas never enough ot i+,
Bveryone was always hungry and everyoue sent home for additional focd.
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6. Pagses to leave the schocl premises were issued only once & week and
were never good for more than five hours. A student could obtain a
five-hour pass only if he had some project in mind such aaz a play or
concert, requiring that much time. The schocl authorities arbitrarily
would limit & pass to one or two hours if s man paid he merely wanted
to go for a walk. No student was issued a pass to go out alone; he had
to go with at least one other man. The penalty for being three minutes
late returning from a pass was a day in jail; for being five minutes
late, three days in jail; for being 15 minutes late, three months at
hard labor in & work battalion; for being one half hour late, six months
in & work battalion; for being away &ll night, five to 10 years at hard

- labor and, 1f in wvartime, immediate execution. Any time spent in jail
.0r 1in vork battalions did not count against military service. No excuses
for tardiness were acceptable. The effect of all this was to terrorize
most of the students into staying well within eight of the school.

Most of the men epent most of their passes walking carefully eround the
block, fearing even tc get disoriented vithin the immediate area of the
achool. Only one atudent, sn Arnenien, ran afoul of these penalties dur-
ing the course. He spent three days in jail and wae given un food, only
vater, during his imprisomment. His companion deserted him before the
last drink and made it back in time.

7. 8Social discrimination agaivst the students, on the basis of their lowly
military status, exacerbated the bitterness caused by the bad food and
the cruel pass system. As graduate veterinarians and men of higher than
average intelligence and achlevement, .we were surprised and hurt to find
ourselves at the very bottom - even though temporarily - of a rigid and
arrogant military hierarchy. Lacking previous military experiencze, we
were shocked “y the military stratification which was so much more severe
than that vhich prevails in Soviet civilisn life, The good bars and
restaurants and places of entertaimment in the precincts of the school
vwere for officers only, Having Just completed five difficult years of
veterinary college and being students in another achool wnich was little
better than a prison, ve resented this obstacle to our being able to
meke the most of vwhat little freedom we were allowed. There was & lot

of gx:umbli'ng among the students sbout "undemocracy. "

8. The snobbishness of the Russians toward the rest of us vas Yet another
factor in the low morale of the non-Russian students. Many of uz had
not previously found ourselvas in a geoup domivated by a Rursisn
majority. The Russian attitude of auperiority was not flagrent. to be
sure, but it was clesr that they regarded the rest of us as lesser
breeds. The Russians rarely asked students of other nationalities to bse
pass companions and rarely accepted such invitations. Absolutely no
favoritiem was shown the Russiens by the achool authnrities, however,

~end- C e

Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2011/07/21 : Cl

25X1.

25X1:




